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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR STORING
POWER FROM IRREGULAR AND POORLY
CONTROLLED POWER SOURCES

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERAL SUPPORT

Embodiments of the present invention were conceived and
reduced to practice without Federal funding or support.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to means for storing
energy derived from irregular and poorly controlled power
sources such as solar, wind, wave, tidal, and geothermal
power and the like.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Incorporation of “green” power sources such as solar,
wind, wave, tidal, and geothermal energy sources have been
difficult in part because many of these sources can not be
synchronized to match power demands, or the source is vari-
able in output, or the source output is irregular and random, or
the source can die off or start up intermittently without prior
warning. For example, the output of a single wind powered
generator may fluctuate during the day due to prevailing wind
patterns or local weather conditions. There is only so much
wind at a particular location. Solar panels may be influenced
by weather, such as overcast conditions, and are cyclical with
the sun.

The demand for electric power also tends to be cyclical.
However, weather conditions and customers’ domestic, com-
mercial and industrial usage influences demand over time
cycles, such as the time of day, day of the week or season. A
constant power source such as a geothermal energy source
may have difficulty to ramp up further output unless the
geothermal energy source is greatly overbuilt.

There is a need for embedding these irregular and poorly
controlled power sources into the power grid without impair-
ing the ability of consumers and industry to acquire needed
electrical power in a cost efficient manner.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention feature storing
excess energy from irregular and poorly controlled electric
power sources in the form of upgraded fossil fuels. As used
herein, the term “irregular and poorly controlled power
sources” refers to solar, wind, wave, tidal, and geothermal
energy sources and combinations thereof, which comprise at
least one aspect of either irregularity or poor control, or both.

One embodiment is directed to a method of storing energy
in an electric power grid having a fossil fuel plant and an
irregular and poorly controlled electric power source for gen-
erating electric power, and users capable of consuming said
electric power. The fossil fuel plant is operable on low grade
fossil fuel and high grade fossil fuel. The high grade fossil
fuel has more energy per unit of mass than the low grade fossil
fuel. The fossil fuel plant is capable of variable output having
high output and low output and consuming variable amounts
of fossil fuel over time. The irregular and poorly controlled
electric power source has periods in which output does not
correspond to demand and therefore is unusable. The method
comprises the step of operating the irregular and poorly con-
trolled electric power source to create one or more periods of
excess energy in which the irregular and poorly controlled
electric power source produces more power than demand, and
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one or more periods of deficit energy when the irregular and
poorly controlled electric power source does not produce
enough power to meet demand. The method further com-
prises the step of using the excess energy to power fossil fuel
upgrading apparatus to process low grade fossil fuel and
create a higher grade fossil fuel, and storing the higher grade
fossil fuel with greater energy per unit of mass than the low
grade fossil fuel. The method further comprises the step of
operating the fossil fuel plant on high grade fossil fuel during
the period of deficit energy to allow the fossil fuel plant to
utilize stored energy from the variable electric power source
in the higher grade fossil fuel.

Embodiments of the present method allow fossil fuel plants
to operate at a substantially efficient level on the stored energy
in the higher grade fossil fuel during periods of high demand.
Thus, irregular and poorly controlled power sources can have
agreater benefit to the public by reducing emissions. Embodi-
ments of the present invention allow for the continued use of
existing fossil fuel power sources in an environmentally
advantageous manner, while at the same time ensuring better
utilization and balance of power generation by irregular and
poorly controlled power sources.

One embodiment of the present method features low grade
fossil fuel processed by electromagnetic radiation to produce
ahigher grade fossil fuel. One form of electromagnetic radia-
tion is microwave radiation. Low grade solid fossil fuel is
transformed into a higher grade solid fossil fuel by removing
water. One method features removal of at least eight percent
of'the water held in the fossil fuel. Low grade solid fossil fuel
is selected from one or more of the group consisting of peat,
low rank coal, ranks in between low rank coal and high rank
coal, oil shale, and tar sand. A coal rated as a high rank coal
can be processed to form a higher grade solid fossil fuel.

In addition or as an alternative, the low grade solid fossil
fuel is processed by drying, for example with hot gases. One
embodiment of the present method features said processing to
the higher grade fossil fuel that removes one or more impu-
rities. Examples of impurities include, without limitation,
sulfur, ash, iron, and mercury.

One embodiment of the invention features a step of storing
that creates a reserve of higher grade fossil fuel in an amount
to allow the fossil fuel plant to substantially continue at an
efficient level of operation during the period of deficit power
on the higher grade fossil fuel. Periods of excess power and
periods of deficit power are often cyclical, often over a day.
During the deficit periods, the process of upgrading the fossil
fuel stops. One method features a reserve sized to at least one
of the amount of higher grade fossil fuel selected from the
group consisting of the amount anticipated to be produced
during the period of excess power or the amount anticipated
to be used during the period of deficit power.

One embodiment of the present invention features a
reserve maintained in a container. The container maintains
the higher grade fossil fuel in a substantially dry condition
prior to use. The container is preferably equipped with purg-
ing gases or inert gases to minimize premature combustion.

A further embodiment of the present invention is directed
to an apparatus for generating electrical power for a power
grid having periods of low demand and periods of high
demand. The term “apparatus” in this context is meant to
comprise a large industrial plant or plants and/or site or sites
in which the parts are linked to a grid. The apparatus in this
sense can occupy a large geographical area or separate sites
removed from each other by substantial distances. The appa-
ratus comprises an irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source and a fossil fuel electric power source.
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The irregular and poorly controlled electric power source
has periods in which output does not correspond to demand,
in which the demand exceeds capacity creating deficit periods
and periods of capacity exceeding demand creating excess
periods. The irregular and poorly controlled electric power
source is in electrical communication with the power grid
and, through the power grid or by separate transmission
means, with the fossil fuel power source. The fossil fuel
power source is in electrical communication with the power
grid and, through the power grid or by separate transmission
means, is in electrical communication with the irregular and
poorly controlled electrical power source.

The fossil fuel electrical power source has a conveying
system, a fossil fuel upgrading assembly, a burner, a genera-
tor, a source of lower grade fossil fuel, and a reserve. The
source of lower grade fossil fuel is in communication with a
conveying system. The conveying system is for receiving the
lower grade fossil fuel from the source and at least one higher
grade fossil fuel from a reserve or a fossil fuel upgrading
assembly, and transporting the lower grade fossil fuel and
higher grade fossil fuel to the burner. The fossil fuel upgrad-
ing system uses power and receives a lower grade fossil fuel
from the source and produces a higher grade fossil fuel, which
upgraded fossil fuel is directed to the reserve or conveying
means. A burner in communication with the conveying sys-
tem consumes the lower grade fossil fuel and/or the higher
grade fossil fuel, powering the generator. The generator pro-
duces power for the power grid.

The power from the irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source, during excess periods, is used by the fossil fuel
upgrading assembly to store excess power in the form of an
upgraded fossil fuel and the upgraded fossil fuel is used,
during deficit periods, to produce power.

One embodiment of the apparatus features a reserve sized
to at least one of the amount of higher grade fossil fuel
selected from the group consisting of the amount anticipated
to be produced during the excess periods or the amount antici-
pated to be used during the deficit periods. The reserve
receives the higher grade fossil fuel during excess periods and
releases the higher grade fossil fuel to the conveying system
during deficit periods to allow the burner and generator to
operate in an efficient mode of operation. Power grids and
irregular and poorly controlled electric power sources can
exhibit cyclical excess periods and deficit periods over a
period of time, usually a day.

One embodiment of the apparatus features a reserve in the
form of a container. The container is purged or maintained
with inert gases to prevent ignition.

The fossil fuel upgrading assembly with respect to solid
fossil fuels performs one or more of the group of upgrades
consisting of size reduction, drying, and removal of impuri-
ties. For example, without limitation, one apparatus features
fossil fuel upgrading facilities comprising electromagnetic
radiation, such as microwave radiation. The microwave radia-
tion is used to remove water and impurities.

One embodiment of the present apparatus further com-
prises control systems to monitor demand and output of the
irregular and poorly controlled electric power source to facili-
tate the integration and control of the mode of operation.

One further embodiment of the present invention features a
control system in signal communication with the irregular
and poorly controlled power source, the power grid and the
fossil fuel upgrading assembly. The control system receives
data from the power grid as to demand and data from the
irregular and poorly controlled power source as to output and
compares the demand and output to make a determination as
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to at least one of the following: whether a excess period or
deficit period is present, about to occur, or ending.

Preferably, the determination is provided to operators of
one or more of the irregular and poorly controlled power
source, power grid and fossil fuel upgrading assembly as a
notice to maintain operation of the fossil fuel upgrading
assembly, switch to alternative power supplies, cease opera-
tion, or begin or prepare to begin operation of the fossil fuel
upgrading assembly.

In the alternative, or in addition to the above, the control
system shifts excess power from the irregular and poorly
controlled power source to the fossil fuel upgrading assembly
during excess periods. In the alternative, or in addition to the
above, the control system is in signal communication with the
conveying system and reserve to use upgraded fossil fuel
during deficit periods.

As used above, the term “signal communication” denotes
the ability to send data and/or commands. The term includes,
by way of example, without limitation, wire transmission,
electromagnetic radio wave transmission such as WIFI, opti-
cal transmission, and cellular telecommunication.

The control system comprises computer processing units
(CPUs) and memory and programming in the form of one or
more computers, servers, and portable computing devices
such as laptop computers, which are separate and distinct
from other units and elements of the present apparatus or are
integral therewith.

These and other features and advantages will be apparent to
those skilled in the art upon viewing the drawings and reading
the detailed description that follows.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 depicts excess periods and deficit periods;

FIG. 2 depicts excess periods and deficit periods;

FIG. 3 depicts load and wind for a twenty-four hour period
in April of 2008;

FIG. 4 depicts load and wind for a twenty-four hour period
in July of 2008;

FIG. 5 depicts average hourly output for all wind sites and
the New York Control Area average load for a month of July;

FIG. 6 depicts wind capacity versus the New York Control
Area average 2008 monthly peak loads;

FIG. 7 depicts load for the State of Texas versus wind
output for a twenty-four hour period; and

FIG. 8 is a schematic depiction of an apparatus embodying
features of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention are directed to meth-
ods and apparatus for storing power from irregular and poorly
controlled power sources. The description that follows
describes embodiments which are understood by the inventor
to be the best mode of practicing the invention. However, the
present invention is subject to modification and alteration and
the inventor’s contemplation of the best mode may change
over time. Thus, the present description is exemplary and
should not be considered limiting.

Irregular and poorly controlled electric power sources are
characterized by the ultimate power source being limited in a
particular time period. For example, only so much wind is
available in a particular location, and only so many photons
fall in a particular location, in a period of time. FI1G. 1 depicts
output of a geothermal electric power source in dotted lines
over time. The output of the geothermal plant, represented by
the dotted line, is substantially constant and can not adjust to
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additional power demands, represented by the solid line, cre-
ating periods of energy excess in crossed line hatching and
periods of energy deficit in line hatching. One could build
geothermal plants with great over capacity to handle the peak
demand periods; however, such construction may not be tech-
nically feasible or may not be cost effective.

FIG. 2 depicts output of a wind powered generator in a
dotted line with respect to demand over time in a solid line.
Despite efforts to place wind generators in places of relatively
constant wind, weather patterns do not necessarily cooperate
and the power generation of wind generators tend to have
periods of maximum output and low output as winds shift
throughout the day. The output does not necessarily correlate
with demand, creating periods of energy excess in crossed
line hatching and periods of energy deficit in line hatching.

Utilities normally deal with the randomness of the output
ofirregular and poorly controlled power sources by operating
standby sources, typically driven by fossil fuels, which are
switched on when power output of those irregular and poorly
controlled sources is lost, and switched off when power out-
put of those sources is restored. This strategy is expensive,
and causes more rapid wear and tear of the capital intensive
equipment. It also defeats the original purpose of “green”
power sources, that is, the elimination of carbon emission.

Electricity that is generated by irregular and poorly con-
trolled power sources during low demand periods may be
wasted due to the lack of consumers, and can not be used to
substitute electricity generated by more “dirty” power
sources such as fossil fuels. This makes “green” energy
sources limited in their capacity to substitute power sources
with large carbon footprints, and hence are suboptimal both
economically and environmentally. Due to their nature,
irregular and poorly controlled power sources have a very low
utilization. For example, according to the Energy Information
Administration (EIA), an agency of the Department of
Energy (DOE), the total wind capacity in 2009 was 34,296
MW, which accounted for 73,886,132 kWh, representing a
capacity factor (being the amount of power generated versus
the amount of power that could be generated if operated 24/7)
01'24.6%. This poor capacity factor represents in part the fact
that wind is not always available, but is also partly due to the
fact that power that is generated during low demand periods is
not needed and is therefore wasted.

The irregular nature of wind-derived power is highlighted
in FIGS. 3 through 7. FIG. 3 is a graphical representation of
wind in megawatts represented in the dark solid line versus
demand represented in the solid gray line, over a twenty-four
hour period in April of 2008. For comparison, FIG. 4 is a
graphical representation of wind in megawatts represented in
the dark solid line versus demand represented in the solid gray
line, over a twenty-four hour period in July of 2008.

FIG. 5 graphically represents the average hourly wind out-
put, ina solid line, against the New York Control Area average
load, in a dashed line, for a month of July. FIG. 6 depicts the
wind capacity factors, in bar form, and the New York Control
Area average monthly peak loads for 2008, in a solid line.
These data suggest that wind power is cyclic not only on a
daily basis but on an annual basis as well. Summer is a high
demand period when wind power is at its lowest.

FIG. 7 graphically represents wind project output, in a light
gray line, and load, in a dark gray line for the State of Texas
over atwenty-four hour period. These data suggest that output
from an irregular and poorly controlled electric power source
versus demand creates periods of excess energy and deficit
energy.

Embodiments of the present method and apparatus capture
the energy excess and store such energy for use in periods of
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energy deficit. The energy is stored in upgraded fossil fuels
used in fossil fuel electric power sources.

Turning now to FIG. 8, an apparatus, generally designated
by the numeral 11, is depicted. Apparatus 11 is for generating
electrical power for a power grid having periods of low
demand and periods ofhigh demand. The apparatus 11 has the
following major elements: an irregular and poorly controlled
electric power source 13 and a fossil fuel electric power
source 15 in electrical communication through a power grid
17. The irregular and poorly controlled electric power source
13 depicted is a wind generator; however, the irregular and
poorly controlled power source can be, in the alternative or in
addition, a geothermal power source, a solar power source, or
a wave or tidal power source [not shown].

The irregular and poorly controlled electric power source
13 has periods in which output does not correspond to
demand, in which said demand exceeds capacity creating
deficit periods, and periods of capacity exceeding demand
creating excess periods as depicted in FIG. 2. The irregular
and poorly controlled electric power source 13 is in electrical
communication with the power grid 17 and, through the
power grid or by separate transmission means [not shown],
with the fossil fuel power source 15. As used herein, “separate
transmission means” refers to power transmission lines
which are not part of a larger grid.

The fossil fuel power source 15 is in electrical communi-
cation with the power grid 17 and, through the power grid 17
or by separate transmission means [not shown], is in electrical
communication with the irregular and poorly controlled elec-
trical power source 13. The fossil fuel electrical power source
15 has a conveying system 21 a, b and ¢, a fossil fuel upgrad-
ing assembly 25, a burner 27, a generator 31, a source of lower
grade fossil fuel 33, and a reserve 37.

The source of lower grade fossil fuel 33, as depicted, a pile
or mound of low grade coal, is in communication with the
conveying system, represented by coal conveying belts 21 q,
b and c. Low grade solid fossil fuel is selected from one or
more of the group consisting of peat, low rank coal, ranks in
between low rank coal and high rank coal, oil shale, and tar
sand. A coal rated as a high rank coal can be processed to form
a higher grade solid fossil fuel. The use of low rank coal or
peat allows such less expensive, readily available, low energy
forms of fossil fuels to be upgraded into high grade fossil fuel
in a cost efficient and environmentally beneficial manner.

The conveying system 21 a, b and ¢ receives the lower
grade fossil fuel from the source of lower grade fossil fuel 33
and at least one higher grade fossil fuel from the reserve 37 or
the fossil fuel upgrading assembly 25, and transports the
lower grade fossil fuel and higher grade fossil fuel to the
burner 27. The conveying system 21 g, b and ¢ is depicted as
a series of belts or conveyers. However, the conveying system
may have many different configurations and elements. The
conveying system may comprise rail cars, trucks, bucket
vehicles and cranes, barges, ships, chutes and other mechani-
cal mechanisms.

The fossil fuel upgrading assembly 25 receives a lower
grade fossil fuel from the source 33 via conveying means 21
a, b and c. The fossil fuel upgrading assembly 25 produces a
higher grade fossil fuel, which upgraded fossil fuel is directed
to the reserve 37 or conveying means 21 a, b and c. The fossil
fuel upgrading assembly 25 is in electrical communication
with the irregular and poorly controlled electric power source
13 via the power grid 17 or by separate transmission means
[not shown]. Fossil fuel upgrading assembly 25 receives
power from the irregular and poorly controlled electric power
source 13 during excess periods. The fossil fuel upgrading
assembly 25 stores excess power in the form of an upgraded
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fossil fuel. The upgraded fossil fuel is used during deficit
periods to produce thermal power in the burner 27.

The fossil fuel upgrading assembly 25, with respect to solid
fossil fuels, performs one or more of the group of upgrades
consisting of size reduction, drying, and removal of impuri-
ties. As depicted, fossil fuel upgrading assembly is an elec-
tromagnetic radiation device, such as a microwave radiation
emitter, known in the art. Microwave radiation is used to
remove water and impurities. Such impurities comprise mer-
cury, iron, ash and sulfur. Fossil fuel upgrading assembly 25
having microwave emitters removes 8 percent or greater of
the water content of low grade solid fuel. Fossil fuel upgrad-
ing assembly 25, in the alternative or in addition, may com-
prise grinders [not shown] for sizing solid fossil fuels, hot gas
dryers [not shown] and other upgrading apparatus.

As depicted, reserve 37 is a container sized to at least one
of the amount of higher grade fossil fuel selected from the
group consisting of the amount anticipated to be produced
during the excess periods or the amount anticipated to be used
during the deficit periods. The container is purged or main-
tained with inert gases to prevent ignition.

The reserve 37 receives the higher grade fossil fuel during
excess periods and releases the higher grade fossil fuel to the
conveying system 21 a, b and ¢ during deficit periods. Release
of the higher grade fossil fuel allows the burner 27 to power
the generator 31 in an efficient mode of operation. The gen-
erator 31 produces power for the power grid 17 with which it
is in electrical communication.

As depicted in FIG. 8, the apparatus 11 has a control system
51 to monitor demand and output of the irregular and poorly
controlled electric power source 13 to facilitate the integra-
tion and control of the output of the irregular and poorly
controlled electric power source 13 with the power grid 17
and fossil fuel electric power source 15.

The control system 51 comprises computer processing
units (CPUs) and memory and programming in the form of
one or more computers, servers, and portable computing
devices such as laptop computers, which are separate and
distinct from other units and elements of the present appara-
tus, as shown, or are integral therewith [not shown].

The control system 51 is in signal communication with the
irregular and poorly controlled power source 13, the power
grid 17 and the fossil fuel upgrading assembly 25, and pref-
erably the conveying system 21 a, b and ¢, reserve 37, and
burner 27. For purposes of clarity, the aspects of signal com-
munication are not shown. The control system 51 receives
data from the power grid 17 as to demand and data from the
irregular and poorly controlled power source 13 as to output.
The control unit 51 compares the demand and output to make
a determination as to at least one of the following: whether a
excess period or deficit period is present, about to occur, or
ending.

The determination is provided to operators of one or more
of'the irregular and poorly controlled power source 13, power
grid 17, fossil fuel upgrading assembly 25 and fossil fuel
electric power source 15, as a notice or directive to the opera-
tors or automated command signals to which it is in signal
communication to: maintain operation of the fossil fuel
upgrading assembly 25, switch to alternative power supplies
[not shown], cease operation, or begin or prepare to begin
operation of the fossil fuel upgrading assembly 25.

The directives can be acted on by the fossil fuel upgrading
assembly 25 without further intervention, that is, in the nature
of an automatic or robotic shifting of excess power from the
irregular and poorly controlled power source 13 to the fossil
fuel upgrading assembly 25 during excess periods, or away
from the fossil fuel upgrading assembly 25 during deficit
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periods, or by directives or advisories to act issued to indi-
vidual operators. One embodiment features the control sys-
tem 51 in signal communication with the conveying system
21 a, b and ¢ and reserve 37 to use upgraded fossil fuel during
deficit periods.

The method of the present invention will be described with
respectto a method of storing energy in an electric power grid
17 having a fossil fuel plant 15 and an irregular and poorly
controlled electric power source 13 for generating electric
power, and users capable of consuming the electric power.
The users are represented by the house 41. The fossil fuel
plant 15 is operable on low grade fossil fuel and high grade
fossil fuel. The high grade fossil fuel has more energy per unit
of'mass than the low grade fossil fuel. The fossil fuel plant 15
is capable of variable output, having high output and low
output, and consuming variable amounts of fossil fuel over
time. The irregular and poorly controlled electric power
source 13 has periods in which output does not correspond to
demand.

In operation, the irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source 13 has one or more periods of excess energy in
which the irregular and poorly controlled electric power
source 13 produces more power than demand, and one or
more periods of deficit energy when the irregular and poorly
electric power source 13 does not produce enough power for
demand. The excess energy of the irregular and poorly con-
trolled electric power source is used to power fossil fuel
upgrading assembly 25 to process low grade fossil fuel and
create a higher grade fossil fuel. The higher grade fossil fuel,
with greater energy per unit of mass than said low grade fossil
fuel, is stored in reserve 37. The fossil fuel plant 15 uses the
high grade fossil fuel during the period of deficit energy to
allow the fossil fuel plant to utilize stored energy from the
irregular and poorly controlled electric power source 13.

Embodiments of the present method allow fossil fuel plants
to operate at a substantially efficient level on the stored energy
in the higher grade fossil fuel during periods of high demand.
Thus, irregular and poorly controlled power sources 13 can
have a greater benefit to the public by reducing emissions.
Embodiments of the present invention allow for the continued
use of existing fossil fuel power sources 15 in an environmen-
tally advantageous manner.

Thus, the present invention has been described with respect
to the preferred embodiments with the understanding that the
subject matter of the present invention should not be limited
to the precise details described and shown, but should encom-
pass the subject matter recited in the claims that follow and
their equivalents.

The invention claimed is:

1. The method of storing energy in a electric power grid
having a fossil fuel plant and an irregular and poorly con-
trolled electric power source for generating electric power,
and users capable of consuming said electric power, and said
fossil fuel plant is operable on low grade fossil fuel and high
grade fossil fuel, said high grade fossil fuel having more
energy per unit of mass than said low grade fossil fuel, said
fossil fuel plant capable of variable output having high output
and low output and consuming variable amounts of fossil fuel
in a period, and said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source having periods in which output does not corre-
spond to demand, said method comprising the steps of:

a. operating said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source to create one or more periods of excess
energy in which the variable electric power source pro-
duces more power than demand and one or more periods
of deficit energy when said variable electric power
source does not produce enough power for demand;
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b. using said excess energy to power fossil fuel upgrading
assembly to process low grade fossil fuel and create a
higher grade fossil fuel, and storing said higher grade
fossil fuel with greater energy per unit of mass than said
low grade fossil fuel; and

c. operating said fossil fuel plant on high grade fossil fuel
during said period of deficit energy to allow said fossil
fuel plant to utilize stored energy from said variable
electric power source in said higher grade fossil fuel;

wherein said irregular and poorly controlled electric power
source is selected from the group consisting of solar power
sources, wind power sources, tidal power sources, wave
power sources, geothermal sources and combinations
thereof.

2. The method of storing energy in an electric power grid
having a fossil fuel plant and an irregular and poorly con-
trolled electric power source for generating electric power,
and users capable of consuming said electric power, and said
fossil fuel plant is operable on low grade fossil fuel and high
grade fossil fuel, said high grade fossil fuel having more
energy per unit of mass than said low grade fossil fuel, said
fossil fuel plant capable of variable output having high output
and low output and consuming variable amounts of fossil fuel
in a period, and said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source having periods in which output does not corre-
spond to demand, said method comprising the steps of:

a. operating said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source to create one or more periods of excess
energy in which the variable electric power source pro-
duces more power than demand and one or more periods
of deficit energy when said variable electric power
source does not produce enough power for demand;

b. using said excess energy to power fossil fuel upgrading
assembly to process low grade fossil fuel and create a
higher grade fossil fuel, and storing said higher grade
fossil fuel with greater energy per unit of mass than said
low grade fossil fuel; and

c. operating said fossil fuel plant on high grade fossil fuel
during said period of deficit energy to allow said fossil
fuel plant to utilize stored energy from said variable
electric power source in said higher grade fossil fuel;

wherein said fossil, fuel plant operates at a substantially
efficient level on said stored energy in said higher grade fossil
fuel during periods of high demand.

3. The method of storing energy in an electric power grid
having a fossil fuel plant and an irregular and poorly con-
trolled electric power source for generating electric power,
and users capable of consuming said electric power, and said
fossil fuel plant is operable on low grade fossil fuel and high
grade fossil fuel, said high grade fossil fuel having more
energy per unit of mass than said low grade fossil fuel, said
fossil fuel plant capable of variable output haying high output
and low output and consuming variable amounts of fossil fuel
in a period, and said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source having periods in which output does not corre-
spond to demand, said method comprising the steps of:

a. operating said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source to create one or more periods of excess
energy in which the variable electric power source pro-
duces more power than demand and one or more periods
of deficit energy when said variable electric power
source does not produce enough power for demand;

b. using said excess energy to power fossil fuel upgrading
assembly to process low grade fossil fuel and create a
higher grade fossil fuel, and storing said higher grade
fossil fuel with greater energy per unit of mass than said
low grade fossil fuel; and
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c. operating said fossil fuel plant on high grade fossil fuel
during said period of deficit energy to allow said fossil
fuel plant to utilize stored energy from said variable
electric power source in said higher grade fossil fuel;

wherein said low grade fossil fuel is processed by electro-
magnetic radiation to produce a higher grade fossil fuel.

4. The method of claim 3 wherein said electromagnetic
radiation is microwave radiation.

5. The method of storing energy in an electric power grid
having a fossil fuel plant and an irregular and poorly con-
trolled electric power source for generating electric power,
and users capable of consuming said electric power, and said
fossil fuel plant is operable on low grade fossil fuel and high
grade fossil fuel, said high grade fossil fuel having more
energy per unit of mass than said low grade fossil fuel, said
fossil fuel plant capable of variable output having high. output
and low output and consuming variable amounts of fossil fuel
in a period, and said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source having periods in which output does not corre-
spond to demand, said method comprising the steps of:

a. operating said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source to create one or more periods of excess
energy in which the variable electric power source pro-
duces more power than demand and one or more periods
of deficit energy when said variable electric power
source does not produce enough power for demand;

b. using said excess energy to power fossil fuel upgrading
assembly to process low grade fossil fuel and create a
higher grade fossil fuel, and storing said higher grade
fossil fuel with greater energy per unit of mass than said
low grade fossil fuel; and

c. operating said fossil fuel plant on high grade fossil fuel
during said period of deficit energy to allow said fossil
fuel plant to utilize stored energy from said variable
electric power source in said higher grade fossil fuel;

wherein said step of storing creates a reserve of higher
grade fossil fuel in an amount to allow said fossil fuel plant to
substantially continue at an efficient level of operation during
said period of deficit power on said higher grade fossil fuel.

6. The method of claim 5 wherein said periods of excess
power and periods of deficit power are cyclical over a day.

7. The method of claim 6 wherein said reserve is sized to at
least one of the amount of higher grade fossil fuel selected
from the group consisting of the amount anticipated to be
produced during said period of excess energy or said amount
anticipated to be used during said period of deficit power.

8. The method of claim 5 wherein said reserve is main-
tained in a container to maintain the higher grade fossil fuel.

9. The method of storing energy in an electric power grid
having a fossil fuel plant and an irregular and poorly con-
trolled electric power source for generating electric power,
and users capable of consuming said electric power, and. said
fossil fuel plant is operable on low grade fossil fuel and high
grade fossil fuel, said high grade fossil fuel having more
energy per unit of mass than said low grade fossil fuel, said
fossil fuel plant capable of variable output having high. output
and low output and consuming variable amounts of fossil fuel
in a period, and said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source having periods in which output does not corre-
spond to demand, said method comprising the steps of:

a. operating said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source to create one or more periods of excess
energy in which the variable electric power source pro-
duces more power than demand and one or more periods
of deficit energy when said variable electric power
source does not produce enough power for demand;
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b. using said excess energy to power fossil fuel upgrading
assembly to process low grade fossil fuel and create a
higher grade fossil fuel, and storing said higher grade
fossil fuel with greater energy per unit of mass than said
low grade fossil fuel; and

c. operating said fossil fuel plant on high grade fossil fuel
during said period of deficit energy to allow said fossil
fuel plant to utilize stored energy from said variable
electric power source in said higher grade fossil fuel;

wherein said fossil fuel is upgraded to remove at least 8%
of the water content.

10. The method of storing energy in an electric power grid
having a fossil fuel plant and an irregular and poorly con-
trolled electric power source for generating electric power,
and users capable of consuming said electric power, and said
fossil fuel plant is operable on low grade fossil fuel and high
grade fossil fuel, said high grade fossil fuel having more
energy per unit of mass than said low grade fossil fuel, said
fossil fuel plant capable of variable output having high output
and low output and consuming variable amounts of fossil fuel
in a period, and said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source having periods in which output does not corre-
spond to demand, said method comprising the steps of:

a. operating said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source to create one or more periods of excess
energy in which the variable electric power source pro-
duces more power than demand and one or more periods
of deficit energy when said variable electric power
source does not produce enough power for demand;

b. using said excess energy to power fossil fuel upgrading
assembly to process low grade fossil fuel and create a
higher grade fossil fuel, and storing said higher grade
fossil fuel with greater energy per unit of mass than said
low grade fossil fuel; and

c. operating said fossil fuel plant on high grade fossil fuel
during said period of deficit energy to allow said fossil
fuel plant to utilize stored energy from said variable
electric power source in said higher grade fossil fuel;

wherein said low grade fossil fuel and said higher grade fossil
fuel is selected from one or more of the group consisting of
peat, low rank coal, high rank coal, and ranks in between, oil
shale, and tar sand.

11. The method of storing energy in an electric power grid
having a fossil fuel plant and an irregular and poorly con-
trolled electric power source for generating electric power,
and users capable of consuming said electric power, and. said
fossil fuel plant is operable on low grade fossil, fuel and high
grade fossil fuel, said high grade fossil fuel having more
energy per unit of mass than said low grade fossil fuel, said
fossil fuel plant capable of variable output having high output
and low output and consuming variable amounts of fossil fuel
in a period, and said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source having periods in which output does not corre-
spond to demand, said method comprising the steps of:

a. operating said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source to create one or more periods of excess
energy in which the variable electric power source pro-
duces more power than demand and one or more periods
of deficit energy when said variable electric power
source does not produce enough power for demand.;

b. using said excess energy to power fossil fuel upgrading
assembly to process low grade fossil fuel and create a
higher grade fossil fuel, and storing said higher grade
fossil fuel with greater energy per unit of mass than said
low grade fossil fuel; and

c. operating said fossil fuel plant on high grade fossil fuel
during said period of deficit energy to allow said fossil
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fuel plant to utilize stored energy from said variable
electric power source in said higher grade fossil fuel;
wherein said processing to said higher grade fossil fuel
removes one or more impurities.

12. The method of claim 11 wherein said impurities com-
prise at least one of the compositions of the group consisting
of sulfur, ash, iron, and mercury.

13. The method of storing energy in an electric power grid
having a fossil fuel plant and an irregular and poorly con-
trolled electric power source for generating electric power,
and users capable of consuming said electric power, and said
fossil fuel plant is operable on low grade fossil fuel and high
grade fossil fuel, said high grade fossil fuel having more
energy per unit of mass than said low grade fossil fuel, said
fossil fuel plant capable of variable output having high output
and low output and consuming variable amounts of fossil fuel
in a period, and said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source having periods in which output does not corre-
spond to demand, said method comprising the steps of:

a. operating said irregular and poorly controlled electric
power source to create one or more periods of excess
energy in which the variable electric power source pro-
duces more power than demand and one or more periods
of deficit energy when said variable electric power
source does not produce enough power for demand;

b. using said excess energy to power fossil fuel upgrading
assembly to process low grade fossil fuel and create a
higher grade fossil fuel, and storing said higher grade
fossil fuel with greater energy per unit of mass than said
low grace fossil fuel; and

operating said fossil fuel plant on high grade fossil fuel
during said period of deficit energy to allow said fossil
fuel plant to utilize stored energy from said variable
electric power source in said higher grade fossil fuel;

wherein said processing comprises drying in hot gases.

14. An apparatus for generating electrical power for a
power grid having periods of low demand and periods of high
demand, comprising:

a. an irregular and poorly controlled electric power source,
said irregular and poorly controlled electric power
source having periods in which output does not corre-
spond to demand in which said demand exceeds capac-
ity creating deficit periods and periods of capacity
exceeding demand creating excess periods, said irregu-
lar and poorly controlled electric power source in elec-
trical communication with said power grid and through
said power grid or by separate transmission means, with
said fossil fuel power source;

b. a fossil fuel electric power source for producing electri-
cal power, said fossil fuel power source in electrical
communication with said power grid and, through said
power grid or by separate transmission means, in elec-
trical communication with said irregular and poorly con-
trolled electrical power source, said fossil fuel electrical
power source having a conveying system, a fossil fuel
upgrading assembly, a burner, a generator, a source of
lower grade fossil fuel, and a reserve, said source of
lower grade fossil fuel in communication with a convey-
ing system, said conveying system for receiving said
lower grade fossil fuel from said source and at least one
higher grade fossil fuel from a reserve or said fossil fuel
upgrading assembly and transporting said lower grade
fossil fuel and higher grade fossil fuel to said burner, said
fossil fuel upgrading system using power and receiving
alower grade fossil fuel from said source and producing
a higher grade fossil fuel which upgraded fossil fuel is
directed to said reserve or conveying means, a burner in
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communication with said conveying system for consum-
ing said lower grade fossil fuel and said higher grade
fossil fuel, said burner powering said generator, said
generator producing power for the power grid; and

c¢. wherein said power from said irregular and poorly con-

trolled electric power source during excess periods is
used by the fossil fuel upgrading assembly to store
excess power in the form of an upgraded fossil fuel and
said upgraded fossil fuel is used during deficit periods to
produce power.

15. The apparatus of claim 14 wherein said reserve is sized
to at least one of the amounts of higher grade fossil fuel
selected from the group consisting of the amount anticipated
to be produced during said excess periods or said amount
anticipated to be used during said deficit periods.

16. The apparatus of claim 14 wherein said reserve receives
said higher grade fossil fuel during excess periods and
releases said higher grade fossil fuel to said conveying system
during deficit periods to allow the burner and generator to
operate in an efficient mode of operation.

17. The apparatus of claim 14 wherein said reserve is a
container.

18. The apparatus of claim 17 wherein said container is
purged or maintained with inert gases to prevent ignition.

19. The apparatus of claim 14 wherein said fossil fuel
upgrading assembly performs one or more of the group of
upgrades consisting of size reduction, drying, and removal of
impurities.

20. The apparatus of claim 19 wherein said fossil fuel
upgrading assembly comprises electromagnetic radiation.

21. The apparatus of claim 20 wherein said electromag-
netic radiation is microwave radiation.

22. The apparatus of claim 14 wherein excess periods and
deficit periods are cyclical over a period of time.
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23. The apparatus of claim 22 wherein said period of time
is a day.

24. The apparatus of claim 14 further comprising control
systems to monitor demand and output of the irregular and
poorly controlled electric power source.

25. The apparatus of claim 24 wherein said control system
is in signal communication with the irregular and poorly
controlled power source, the power grid and the fossil fuel
upgrading assembly.

26. The apparatus of claim 24 wherein said control system
receives data from the power grid as to demand and data from
the irregular and poorly controlled power source as to output
and compares the demand and output to make a determination
as to at least one of the following: whether a excess period or
deficit period is present, about to occur, or ending.

27. The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the determination is
provided to operators of one or more of the irregular and
poorly controlled power source, power grid and fossil fuel
upgrading assembly as a notice to maintain operation of the
fossil fuel upgrading assembly, switch to alternative power
supplies, cease operation, or begin or prepare to begin opera-
tion of the fossil fuel upgrading assembly.

28. The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the control system
shifts excess power from the irregular and poorly controlled
power source to the fossil fuel upgrading assembly during
excess periods.

29. The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the control system is
in signal communication with the conveying system and
reserve and directs the reserve to release and the conveying
system to convey said upgraded fossil fuel for use during
deficit periods.



